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4 Step Process to Manage Nuisance Wildlife

1) Identify your guests
• Inspect the damage 

• Examine the animal sign 

• Determine the timing of activity

2) Assess what makes the property appealing
• Animals need 3 resources: food, water, cover

3) Consider options to convince animals to leave
• Habitat modifications

• Deterrents (fencing, scare tactics, chemical repellents)

• Trapping or killing

4) Monitor and adjust as necessary
• Document your success/failure



Identify your guest – tracks & scat



Panther
Coyote

Hog Deer

Identify your guest - tracks

Ungulates

Canines & Felines



Identify your guest - scat
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1) Habitat modifications

2) Deterrents

3) Trapping or killing

Your options for convincing 

nuisance wildlife to leave



• Cheapest option

• Most effective

• Long-term solution

Goal is to remove resources wildlife 

need so they go elsewhere

Option1: Habitat Modifications



Consider the 3 resources wildlife need to survive:
1. Food

o Household food – garbage cans, outdoor grill

o Pet food

o Wild bird food

o Fruit trees

o Replant with wildlife resistant species/varieties

2. Cover

o Consider removal of shrubs and tall grass

o Firewood, brush piles, heaps of debris

3. Water

o Standing water - pond, bird bath

o Time of day of watering lawn

Option1: Habitat Modifications



Option 2: Deterrents

Goal is to prevent access to a resource

1. Physical barriers

2. Frightening devices

3. Chemical repellents



Deterrents –

physical barriers



Deterrents –

physical barriers



Deterrents –

Frightening Devices

Fake predators



Deterrents –

Frightening Devices



Deterrents - Chemical repellents
1. Odor aversion

2. Taste aversion

3. Fear

• Common ingredients: garlic, soap, castor oil, egg solids, 
napthalene, capsaisin, blood meal

• Effectiveness depends on:

o availability of other foods

o stage of growth of plants

o abundance of wildlife in the area

o length of time animals have been feeding before treatment

o frequency of reapplication



Option 3: Trapping



Living with Bats

• Bats are extremely helpful to humans

• 13 species are resident to Florida

• Favored roosts

o Natural: trees with cavities, trees with peeling bark, 
foliage, Spanish moss

o Man-made: bridges, culverts, utility poles, buildings, 
bat houses



Living with Bats

1) It is lawful to conduct an exclusion

• Identify the entryway

• Install a one-way door/tube

• Seal up after all bats have exited

• State restrictions exist on the time of year 

2) Check out YouTube video

• ‘How to get bats out of a building’



Living with Deer



Living with Deer – Habitat modifications

• Deer food preferences vary over time and space

• Experiment to determine relative susceptibility of 

various species/varieties
o Coreopsis basalis (goldenmane tickseed)

o Coreopsis floridana (Florida tickseed)

o Coreopsis gladiata (coastalplain tickseed)

o Coreopsis integrifolia (fringeleaf tickseed)

o Coreopsis lanceolata (lanceleaf tickseed)

o Coreopsis leavenworthii (Leavenworth’s tickseed)

o Gaillardia pulchella (firewheel)

o Ratibida pinnata (pinnate prairie coneflower)

o Rudbeckia fulgida (orange coneflower)

o Rudbeckia hirta (black-eyed Susan)

o Rudbeckia mollis (softhair coneflower)



Living with Deer - Chemical repellents

1. Odor aversion

2. Taste aversion

3. Fear

• Common ingredients: garlic, soap, castor oil, egg solids, 
napthalene, capsaisin, blood meal

• Effectiveness depends on:

o availability of other foods

o stage of growth of plants

o abundance of wildlife in the area

o length of time animals have been feeding before treatment

o frequency of reapplication



Peanut Butter-Baited Temporary Electric Fence

Polytape Temporary Electric Fence

Living with Deer – Physical Barriers



Offset Permanent High-Tensile Electric Fence

Vertical High-Tensile Electric Fence

Slanted High-Tensile

Electric Fence





Living with Coyotes



Living with Coyotes

Getting to know them

• Relatively recent canid to Florida - every county

• Game species

• 15-30 lbs, dog-like, variable pelage

• Generalist – ranging up to10,000 acres

• Crepuscular



Living with Coyotes

Getting to know them

• 6 pups/year, live 5-6 years

• Excellent senses, variety of vocalizations

• Social: usually pairs or family groups, rarely packs



Living with Coyotes

Potential risks and damage

• Predation and competition with other wildlife

• Livestock and crop depredation

• Pet issues

• Attacks on humans - rare

• Identifying the culprit



Living with Coyotes

How to prevent risks and damage

• Consult FWC and USDA-APHIS

• Control maybe, but no eradication

• Hunting, trapping, toxicants, repellants



Living with Coyotes

How to prevent risks and damage

• Livestock and crops

• Night corrals, near humans, fencing, guard animals

• Pets

• Indoors, inside fences, food control, on leash diurnally



Living with Coyotes

How to prevent risks and damage

• Attacks on humans – very rare!

• Stand upright and aggressively fight back

• Never run – stand your ground

• Report to FWC



Living with Panthers



Living with Panthers

Getting to know them

• Race of puma or mountain lion – south Florida

• Protected in Florida, game species elsewhere

• 100-160 lbs, cat-like, tan-colored pelage

• Habitat generalist – ranging up 120,000 acres

• Crepuscular, ambush predator



Living with Panthers

Getting to know them

• 2-3 kittens/year, live12+ years

• Excellent vision and hearing, variety of vocalizations

• Solitary and secretive



Living with Panthers

Potential risks and damage

• Livestock and pet depredation

• Attacks on humans – never in Florida!

• Identifying the culprit



Living with Panthers

How to prevent risks and damage
• They are protected!

• Livestock
• Well-lit night corrals, fencing

• Increased stocking rates, guard animals

• Remove foraging cover

• Pets
• Indoors, inside fences, food control



Living with Panthers

How to prevent risks and damage

• Attacks on humans – never in Florida!

• Be wary at dawn and dusk, avoid panther habitat

• Stay in a group

• Stay at a distance

• Never run – face and stand your ground – never play dead

• Stand upright and raise arms

• Assertive voice, make noise, throw things

• Move away slowly

• Report to FWC



Living with Bears



Living with Bears

Getting to know them

• Race of American Black Bear – scattered populations

• Game species?

• 125-450 lbs, bear-like, usually black

• Thick habitats with mast – ranging up to 75,000 acres

• Hibernators



Living with Bears

Getting to know them

• 2-3 cubs/yr, live 20+ years

• Excellent senses, relatively quiet

• Fast, good climbers

• Males solitary, females with offspring



Living with Bears

Potential risks and damage

• Crops and feed

• Damage to feeders and structures

• Attacks on humans – usually created by people

• Identifying the culprit



Living with Bears

How to prevent risks and damage

• Food source and garbage storage and security

• Inaccessible feeders

• Electric fencing



Living with Bears

How to prevent risks and damage

• Attacks on humans – very rare in Florida

• Stand upright, raise arms, assertive voice 

• Back away slowly, then make noise – never run

• If annoyed – stand your ground, avoid eye contact

• Never play dead or climb a tree

• If attacked fight back 

• Report to FWC



Living with Wild Hogs



Living with Wild Hogs

Getting to know them

• Invasive species - every county

• Livestock or game species

• 100-200+ lbs, true pig, variable pelage

• Habitat generalist – ranging up to 750 acres

• Thick cover away from people, omnivore



Living with Wild Hogs

Getting to know them

• 2 litters of 5-7 piglets/year, live 4-5 years

• Good senses except vision, variety of vocalizations

• Boars solitary, sows and young in sounders



Living with Wild Hogs

Potential risks and damage

• Predation and competition with other wildlife

• Crop, feed, and seedling depredation

• Rubbing, rooting, wallowing

• Human danger

• Identifying the culprit



Living with Wild Hogs

How to prevent risks and damage

• Consult FWC and USDA-APHIS

• Control maybe, but no eradication

• Hunting, shooting, trapping, fencing, toxicants, repellants



Living with Snakes

1) Tolerate native species—remove invasives

2) Only 6 of Florida’s ~45 species are venomous

• 5 pitvipers, 1 elapid (only 4 venomous S of 

Gainesville)

3) Several large species of constrictors breeding

• Burmese python, rock python, red-tailed boa

4) Learn to identify venomous species
• Thick body, blocky head, distinct neck, rough appearance

5) Leave all snakes alone to avoid confrontation
• Be prepared in the unlikely event of snakebite

• Call 911 and seek immediate medical care



Living with Snakes

1) Create favorable or unfavorable conditions

• Brush piles, debris, tall shrubs & grass, control 

rodents, keep cats indoors!

2) Exclude snakes from buildings

• Seal gaps/spaces to exclude snakes

3) Shoo snakes outside with broom/doors opens

• Call a professional ($$)

4) Learn more about these fascinating animals

• A Florida-friendly yard has native snakes

5) Get REDDy: http://ufwildlife.ifas.ufl.edu/reddy.shtml

• Take online training to learn to identify and report 

invasive snakes and lizards



Living with Alligators

1) Alligators are an iconic native species

• Play important ecological roles 

• $$ value of regulated hunts and ranching

2) Found in potentially any body of freshwater

3) Potentially dangerous (~14 ft), but NOT man-eaters

4) Not inherently aggressive toward people

• Females vigorously defend nests

5) Rarely kill Floridians

• Only 22 human fatalities in FL from 1948 to 2013



Living with Alligators

1) Do not feed alligators!!!

• Against state law

• Become habituated to humans

2) Do not swim from dusk to dawn—warm months

3) Be especially vigilant with children and pets

4) Discard fish scraps in garbage cans

5) Report “nuisance” gators to FWC

• >4 ft., caller feels it poses a threat

• 866-FWC-GATOR (866-392-4286)

• “Nuisance” gators are trapped and killed

6) Do not tackle Florida Gators 



Living with Frogs

1) 28 native & 3 introduced species in FL

2) Major population declines and extinctions!

• Most threated group of vertebrates globally 

3) Frogs eat lots of insects and are important prey 

for mammals, birds, snakes

4) All toads are frogs, not all frogs are toads

• Toad/frog "pee” does NOT cause warts

5) Inhabit diversity of uplands and wetlands

• Some species thrive in suburbia

• Create habitats for frogs in your yard



Living with Frogs

1) Tolerate native species—remove invasives

2) Breeding calls of many species are loud

• Breeding season mainly in summer

• Close windows/use “white” noise

• Embrace and appreciate natives

3) Cuban Treefrogs & “Bufo” Toads are problems

• CTFs: eat native frogs, invade homes, other

• “Bufo”: toxic to pets, eat native wildlife

4) Dealing with CTFs & “Bufo”

• Hand capture, PCV “traps” for CTFs

• Euthanize: benzocaine, chill then freeze

• Remove breeding opportunities

• Remove pet food, water bowls, monitor pets


